Introduction
The present work is dedicated to the analysis of the views on magic and the occult sciences of the fourteenth-century I have examined here also his refutation of philosophy, which is a section in the same chapter of Muqad dima. Although philosophy does not belong to the "occult sciences", I have, however, tried to analyse his views on this branch of knowledge as well, since it may give us a better understanding of Ibn Khaldun's epistemology. In the third chapter of his Shifa' al sa'llIbn Khaldun offers a detailed discussion of the magic of letters and numbers. A section on eschatological divination, the so-called jafr, is in the third chapter of Muqaddima.
Most of the mentioned sciences are refuted by the author (with the exception of oneiromancy) on different grounds, theological, epistemological, natural-scientific, and so on. However, in all of them one can see the author's concern for the state and human civilisation; in fact, what all these refutations have in common, is the evaluation according to their significance for the well being of state.5
In fact, this part of Ibn Khaldun's writings is not well examined. There are, to my knowledge, only a few remarks on his writings on magic and the occult sciences, and even these mostly either have a summarising character, or, being incorporated into the framework of larger publications, are very general, containing relatively little analysis. In order to understand Ibn Khaldun's positions on magic and the occult properly, a brief presentation of the views of the renown Ash'arite theologian al-Baqillani would be of some interest, as Ibn Khaldun, being himself an Ash'arite, was the representative of the same school of Islamic Weltanschauung and, therefore, bearer of the same religious mentality. Al-Baqillani is the author of a unique treatise on the nature of miracles, called Kitab al-Bayan `arl alfiraq bayna al mu jizat wa al-karamat wa al hlyal wa a]-ka-hjnati wa al-sihri wa al-nlranjat (A treatise on the nature of the apologetic miracle and its differentiation from charisms, trickery, divination, magic and spells).6 The main topics which al-Baqillani's I?itab al
